
DRY CELLAR SITE PREPARATIONS

Hole Preparation:

● Dig Hole 18’ L x 9’ W.

● Make sure the bottom of the hole is level.

● Make sure the bottom of the hole is free of protrusions (rock, hard pan, etc.)

● Make sure that the hole is not larger than the specified dimensions. (This will

allow reach tolerance for our truck.)

Consideration of Soil Type:

ADVISED: Gravel or well drained, sandy soil.

NOT ADVISED: Clay, silty ground, or poorly drained soil.

Backfill:

● Before backfilling consider putting a curtain drain around the perimeter with drain rock.

(Similar to a basement construction project.)

● Before setting the cellar, consider painting the outside with black emulsion, and

wrapping a membrane of felt material around the cellar. Then adhere the rigid foam

board around the perimeter.

● Backfill max bury -2’ -Minimum bury -N/A.

● Backfill with drain rock, or coarse sand to allow for good drainage.

● Make sure there are no large rocks that might drop against the tank.

NOTE: Driving over the cellar or burying it more than 2’ can cause structural damage.

Truck Access:

● Tell the driver of any known obstacles (low wires, fresh backfilled ditches, old

underground tanks, etc.). Our trucks need wide access when maneuvering

around corners. Please make sure the roadway is as straight and direct as

possible. We will need to stage a trailer close to the job site. Please communicate

with our office to arrange an acceptable location to drop the trailer.

● Make sure there is clear truck access to the hole with a clear and drivable

roadway (tree branches cut back 12’ wide and 10’ high, stumps cut off to ground

level, brush and big rocks cleared, etc.).

● The back of our truck will need to get within 4” from the edge of the hole. The

Root Cellar can pivot once it’s off the truck. If the site is not on level ground the

distance from the truck will vary. Truck dimensions: 42’ L x 9’ W x 13’3” H.

Warning: Improper Installation will void the manufacturer’s warranty.


